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to say that, though he felt very grateful for the honour they had done 
him, he had neither sought nor desired it. And that, not because he 
cared for the detractive comparisons to which he felt he must inevitably 
be subjected, when it was borne in mind that he had been preceded 
by one of the most distinguished of modern travellers and discoverers, 
who was also a man of great general accomplishment, and by a gentle- 
man to whose zeal, energy, ability, and tact the Society owed its 
foundation, its progress, and its strength. But he did care about the 
progress of anthropological science ; and, looking to its interests, he did 
not think the Society had chosen the best man for the office he held ; 
nevertheless, he had on that, as on all occasions, bowed to the opinion 
of the majority. Living so far from town as he did, he would be 
unable to attend the meetings so often as he could wish, but he hoped 
the members would make allowance for that, and supply any deficiencies 
that might occur. The Society was as strong as ever ; the work to 
be done was plentiful, though as yet the labourers were few. He 
trusted that the Society would increase and widen out ; and, like 
Aaron's rod, swallow up every other rod. 

Dr. Bbddob then read a paper " On the Physical Characteristics 
of the People of Brittany." Dr. Beddoe's paper was founded on 
his personal observations during a short tour in Bretagne, and on 
those of MM. Broca, Boudin, Guibert, and Guiche ; and the drift of it 
was to show that the Bretons were in general remarkable for shortness 
of stature, breadth of head, and darkness of hair and of eyes, and 
that these four characteristics, except perhaps the last, were almost 
invariably modified in the ratio of admixture of alien with purely 
Armorioan blood. He found a great resemblance in jDcrson, as might 
be expected from the relations of the languages, between the Bretons 
and the Welsh and Cornish ; and thought it jjrobable that the com- 
parative length of head, and the less frequency of black hair, in the 
people about Morlaix, might be due partly to the immigration of in- 
sular Britons in the fifth century. 

On the motion of the Directob, seconded by Dr. J. Hunt, the 
thanks of the meeting were voted to Dr. Beddoe for his commu- 
nication. 

Dr. Chamock, F.S.A., F.E.G.S,, V.P., read a paper on Locmariaker, 
of which the following is an — 

A bstract. 

To the north of Locmariaker, and on the route to Carnac, is a dol- 
men called Man6-Lud. It measures about twelve feet by ten, and 
you descend into it by a flight of stone steps. The slab which covers 
it is twenty-six feet by sixteen, and is broken into two pieces. Dr. 
Fouquet, who wrote on Dep. Morbihan, renders the name Man6-Lud, 
(B. Bret., Mane-Ludu), Montague Cendre ; and he says it was not 
named, as some assert, from being formed of ashes, but because it in- 
closes a sepulchral grotto. Dr. Charnock thought that the name may 
simply mean the " stone of Lud" (Mean-e Lud), to whom the monu- 
ment was perhaps erected. It could hardly be called a mountain. 
Not far from the Man6-Lud lies a fallen menhir, broken into two 
pieces, and measuring twenty-six feet in length. Near it is a dolmen 
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called Pierre de Rutual (Rituel ?), The overlajnng slab is of con- 
siderable size, and is broken in two. Next to it is another stone, sup- 
ported by seven or eight more, and close by are three or four frag- 
ments of stone. The largest of these is twenty-three feet in length, 
the smallest ratlier more than seven feet. To the south-west of the 
Mane-Lud, half-buried in mud, is Le Pierre des Marohands, called 
also Table des Marchands and Table de Cesar. It measures twenty 
feet and a-half in length by twelve in breadth, and overlays six stones, 
by only two of which it is supported. On the underside of the slab 
is a carving, which is said to represent a celt. Upon a stone at the 
base, some carvings are still visible, but they have been nearly effaced by 
time. Close by this dolmen is a menhir; and not far off is another large 
stone. Very near the Table des Marohands, a colossal menhir lies on 
the ground, broken into four pieces. The four blocks lay as shown in 
the rough plan drawn by the author of the paper. Dr. Fouquet 
thinks this menhir, when whole, may have cubed 250,000 kilogrammes. 
Dr. Chaniock took the measure of each of the four blocks. The 
largest of the fragments was thirty-two feet and a-half by thirteen 
and a-half; the smallest, ten feet by six and a-hal£ When upright, 
this menhir must have been seventy-two and a-half feet in height. 
From the position of the fragments, he thought that one block must 
have been thrown down first, and the other three at a subsequent 
period. The PieiTe de St. Pierre lies in a diifereut direction to the 
PieiTe de Rutual, and is quite a league from the bourg, near the vil- 
lage of St. Pierre or Loo Perec. The entrance is so narrow that there 
is scarcely room to creep into it. It is covered by two slabs. The 
dolmen called Pierres Plattes is about half an hour's walk from the 
FieiTe de St. Pierre, in a different direction, and on the seaooast. It 
consists of three slabs (total length seventeen feet), resting on upright 
stones, some of which are now overgrown by weeds. The largest slab 
covers a grotto capable of holding several persons. There is also 
another dolmen about half a kilometre from Loomariaker, with a 
menhir broken into two pieces lying at its foot. It is called by the 
inhabitants " Mane-er-Hrouich," which has been rendered " Montague 
de la F6e," but Dr. Charnock would rather translate it "stone of the 
fairy." 

Thanks having been voted to Dr. Charnock, the following paj^er 
was read : — 

3. " Reminiscences of a Visit to Locmariaker and Gavr Inis," 
by Mr. A. L. Lewis, F.A.S.L. The author stated that Looma- 
riaker, or "Virgin Mary's Town", stands on the site of the an- 
cient Dariorigum, the capital of the Veneti, on the Mer de Mor- 
bihan, Brittany, and is surrounded by innumerable remains of its 
ancient inhabitants, some of which he described. One of these was 
a dolmen, nearly seventy feet long, which the author believed to have 
been intended for sepulchral purposes. Gavr Inis, or " Goat's Island", 
is situated in the Morbihan sea, and is celebrated for its chambered 
tumuliis, the chamber and gallery of which are together about fifty 
feet long, five feet high and three feet wide at the entrance, in- 
creasing gradually to a height and width of from six to eight feet. 



